Stereoselective metabolism of 3-isopropyl-5-(1-naphthoxymethyl)oxazolidine, a prodrug of propranolol.
This investigation suggests that the oxazolidine derivative of propranolol is a prodrug which is hydrolysed stereoselectively to propranolol by hepatic post-mitochondrial supernatant. The (S)-form of the prodrug is more stable in the biological system than its (R)-form.